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Submission from Declan Coburn, Chief Superintendent, Garda National Traffic Bureau

Speeding is the single greatest cause of deaths and injuries on roads in Ireland and across Europe. The second greatest cause
of road deaths, often combined with speeding, is drink driving. Within the EU around 2–3% of road journeys are associated
with an illegal blood alcohol concentration, resulting in 30–40% of driver deaths. Since the introduction of mandatory alcohol
testing in July 2006, the primary focus of Garda enforcement has been on drink driving. Good results have been achieved,
however, this prioritisation has impacted on enforcement in other areas, such as speeding.

Excessive vehicle speed impacts on road safety primarily in three ways:
– Greater risk of having a collision, because of the reduced time available for a driver to respond to hazards;
– Increased force of collisions; and 
– Higher risk of death and severity of injuries in a collision.

An Garda Síochána recognises the experiences of other countries that show well designed speed enforcement schemes help
to reduce the incidents of speeding across the road network. The strength of the Garda Traffic Corps will rise to an all time
high of 1,200 this year. This increase provides an opportunity to the organisation to introduce a number of significant changes
in the area of Garda speed enforcement.

Changes in Garda speed enforcement are being introduced with the objective of enhancing road safety through a reduction
in the number of speed related collisions by:
– Improving compliance with speed limits;
– Reducing the speed of vehicles at locations that have a history of speed related collisions;
– Acting as a deterrent to driving at excessive speeds.

Analysis of collision data has been carried out to identify locations within the road network where there is a propensity for
collisions. Based on this analysis Garda activities have been prioritised in areas where the highest propensity of collisions
exists. Further analysis has been carried out to identify locations where speed related collisions occur. Speed enforcement will
be prioritised in areas where the greatest tendency for speed related collisions occur. Garda enforcement of road traffic 
laws has traditionally been based on an “intercept”, where a Garda detects a road traffic offence and stops the vehicle and
either cautions the driver, issues a fixed charge notice or institutes a prosecution. This type of enforcement is not sufficient in
itself to achieve effective compliance with speed limits. The number of Gardaí required to intercept sufficient offenders 
to create a genuine “general deterrence” is not achievable. The solution is the use of automated technology. The use of 
camera technology in particular will result in increased volumes in detections of traffic offenders, thereby achieving greater
“general deterrence”. Over the coming months the 6 mobile camera speed detection vans currently operated will be updated
with digital technology and an additional 2 units will be brought into service. In addition in the region of 100 in-car camera
systems will be fitted to Traffic Corps vehicles. These systems will also incorporate speed enforcement equipment. The 
success of the changes in speed enforcement will be a high level of compliance by road users. The public has indicated 
that they support an increase in traffic law enforcement and support the use of safety cameras. Eighty-five percent of 
those surveyed stated that they supported increased traffic law enforcement, and eighty seven percent were in favour of
automated enforcement methods (SARTRE 2004)

2.
. An Garda Síochána intends therefore to keep the public fully appraised 

of developments to ensure it harnesses this support and the public accept that the developments being introduced are 
genuinely to increase road safety and are carried out for the proper reasons.

2. Gormley, M. and Fuller, R. SARTRE 3, Ireland, Dublin, National Roads Authority, 2006, 39pp.
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Motoring costs
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We seem to be getting more price sensitive in
relation to petrol with 31% of motorists claiming 
to pass a filling station in search of a cheaper
alternative every time they buy fuel and 22%
saying they do so most of the time. Only 22% said
they either never did so or did not know. Some
32% of motorists pay for a breakdown assist
service and 16% have availed of it in the last year
with 7% needing it during the past two years.
Interestingly, 29% of drivers have not needed
breakdown assistance for more than five years.

This may be a reflection of the higher number of
relatively new cars on the roads and the fact that
people are looking after them better.

The impact of the NCT on overall car road
worthiness must be a factor here as well. This is at
least partly borne out by the fact that 53% of
respondents said they serviced their car every six
months and 35% saying they did so every 12 months.
Although not as frequent as recommended by
manufacturers this evidence of regular servicing
must be welcome from a road safety point of view.

A clear majority (62%) of drivers believe the cost of
motoring is increasing at a faster pace than general
household costs up from a level of 58% last year. Just
6% think it is increasing at a slower rate.

There is what might be termed a degree of mild
confusion in relation to the contribution of insurance
costs to this rise. For example, 34% reported no change
in insurance costs while 32% say it has gone down. 
On the other hand 5% say it has fluctuated, 23% say 
it has gone up a little and 4% say it has gone up a lot.
In actual fact, insurance prices have fallen by as much 
as 40% in the past five years whereas the Consumer
Price Index has increased by approximately 19%. There
are high levels of support for a variety of different
changes in road tax charges with 63% believing they
should be linked to CO2 emissions and 56% linked to
miles driven rather than the current flat fee. Interestingly,
support for a drop in car tax and a corresponding increase
in fuel taxes is at just 35% despite the fact that this is
effectively the same as linking road tax to miles driven.
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Submission from Fiona Hayes, Economist, Hibernian Investment Managers

Irish consumer price inflation has surpassed expectations and remained firm throughout 2007 and into early 2008. Last year
inflation averaged 4.9% and it has averaged 4.6% in the first 4 months of this year. The 2008 average inflation rate is
expected to come in at 4.4%.

The cost of motor insurance diverged sharply with the headline CPI index falling by 3.1% in the 12 months to April, following
an even larger decline the previous year. This underscores just how competitive the industry has become.

Other costs related to motoring were more of an issue. Although vehicle prices rose by a mere 0.3% on the year, maintenance
and repair costs were up 5.6% and motor tax costs up 9.5%. The main price increases for motorists were fuel costs, up on
average 10.7% in the 12 months to March (with diesel prices outpacing petrol prices by 16.3% compared with 9.3%). 

The price of crude oil has soared in early 2008, and is currently running at a high of $125 per barrel. This will exert more
upward pressure on motoring costs in the coming months. While intuition would expect that slower global growth (including
a probable recession in the US) should drag the price lower, the long-term fundamentals all point to higher commodity prices.
Global growth is increasingly being driven by developing economies like China and India, which operate at a much higher
input-intensity, and car ownership in these countries has a long way to go to catch up with developed country norms.
Meanwhile energy supplies are declining over time. Thus motorists will have to adapt to higher fuel costs as a fact of life in
the long term.
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Research Methodology 

The Hibernian Motoring Report 2008 presents 
the analysis of a quantitative survey conducted by
Behaviour & Attitudes on behalf of Hibernian. 

Behaviour & Attitudes interviewed 450 motorists
(defined as an individual who owned or had the
regular use of a car nowadays). Interviews were
conducted over the telephone using CATI facilities
(Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing) between
the 15 – 27 November 2007. 

The sample was quota controlled by region. The
demographic profile of these motorists was
compared with the known demographic profile 
of motorists in the Republic of Ireland (sourced
from national survey data). The CATI sample was 
a very close match and no further weighting was
applied. 

Statistical Reliability

Any figure taken from the sample can never be
taken as a precise indication of the actual figures
for the total population being sampled. The figures
shown will give an estimate, within a margin of
error of the actual figure. 

The error margin varies with the sample size: the
larger the sample the narrower the error will be. 
It also varies with the actual proportion answering
any specific question. In this respect, the error 
is lower for a 90%:10% result than it is for a 
50%:50% result. 

As a rough rule of thumb the standard margin of
error on a sample size of 500 is 4.38%. 

Appendix 1
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